and sacrifices. Happily for Augustine—and the Church, perhaps—a second father, a very generous patron, was immediately found. This was one of the leading decurions of Thagaste, a very wealthy man of the name of Romanianus. He at once began his career of generosity by finding the money for Augustine's journey to Carthage.
Roman Carthage must have fallen little short of the great city which was ruthlessly destroyed by Scipio in 146 B.C. For seventeen days the Romans had gloated over the flames that devoured the last stone of their historic rival. In 122, and again in 29 B.C., colonies were sent out from Rome for the purpose of rebuilding the city. It is now generally agreed that the new city was built on the bed of ashes that represented all the glory of the Phoenicians. The two harbours were again lit up with the colour and echoed with the life of merchant galleys and Roman triremes. The neighbouring hill, the Byrsa, was crowned once
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more with a great temple of JEsculapius.    The forum rang again with the jokes of idlers and theyear 400, when they were written, Augustine There is an interior source of this, which will be examined presently ; the long and loud iteration, on every note of the captivating eloquencends of the
